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SAMUEL FOOTE, Eſq; 


81 R, 


you will not be offended at my taking the 


liberty to prefix your name to the following 
poem, which. 1s the work of a man of real 


genious and taſte. 


That Mimicry is the moſt diverting ſpe- 
cies of acting, muſt be viſible to every per- 
ſon, 


S a juſt admirer of your great merit, 


* both as an author and an actor, I hope 


r Ne 
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Jeſvend t to entertain the town by exerting your 
happy talents in that way. 


Nobody, I will venture to affirm, however 
ſevere or ſaturnine in their diſpoſition, ever ſaw 
your Cadwallader, your Cole, or your Smirk, 
without being put into a good humour. Theſe 
characters demonſtrate your abilities as an 


* And is that all? No ſure: they alſo 


demonſtrate, that you: are e the beſt comic writer 
of this age. 


But let me ſay, that Mimicry is not only 
| ſpecies of acting at leaſt, thoſe who pretend 


to 


CY 

to undervalue it muft allow, that it is the 
rareſt endow ment our players inherit. We 
have fifty good actors (ſimply ſuch) for one 
good Mimic; ö for I by no means allow, that 
Shuter is a good Mimic, becauſe of his London 
cles; or that 1 it conſiſts, as fome other Ger- 
tlemen poſſeſs. it, in ns and * 
faces. . 


The following poem is printed, Sir, not ſo 
much as a tribute to your fame, as a rebuke 
to your enemies; not ſo much by way of a 
particular compliment, as a general defence of 
an art, which, as you very juſtly obſerve in 
your introduchion to the Minor, the wiſeſt 
and NN | nations have held in the greateſt 
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(i) 
eſteem, and looked upon as a neceſſary ac- 
compliſhment towards — their — 


orators. ; 


With the moſt perfect ſenſe of your merit, 
the utmoſt contempt for your puny antagoniſts, | 
and, thoꝰ unknown to you, with the warmeſt 
wiſhes for your ſucceſs in all your ingenious 


undertakings, 
1 have the honour to * 


SIR, 


Your moſt obedient, 
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l The Rditor. 
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When ew'rye fo of iribabdey-andrtiine elgug. 1 
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i Up, muſe, and chaunt the Mimiw's various art. £.269 29% 
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Struks forth wich 4ctfrapplulzſe;es a& his: part ? 
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But ſudden fee, the ſcene is 3 TT 
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That human ape, he mirror-like, reflects 


We n meet Nn heedleſs but with — find, 


: That when we parte leave outfelves behind. 


And you, O Foorx, 8 ſkill, 
Have wrought your ductile features to your will, 
Whoyy ry marifyou ſee can, Fan by rote, 17 
And change your perſon eaſy as your bat a0 
Attend, nor bluſh, while in unſtudied lays, 

I laud 10 talent, you was ws to raiſe, 
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al d, in fight die e various mai pr. 1 
But who can fix his figure, or his years? 
Now ſmootheſt charms triumphant youth ſupplies; NN 
Laughs in his cheeks, and ſparkles in his eyes; 5 1 


See each inverted feature in decay. "Rs Dag Sr oft ; * 
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His muſcles all relax d, his face o ergro wu, 
. and imboſt, — 
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He trails his . | "_ the en * 
Laugh at the ſolemn conduct of his cane. 
Rapt thro'.the ſcenes of life; he drops His prime, 
A cripple ſixty years before his time; 
Runs in a moment all iti ſtages er, T 
And ſteps from four- and: twenty to fourſcoree. if 
| NES iis. 8 
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Now fie's 12 oe appears, EY 


And the long garb of lazy purple wears; 


Stuff d fall of ſelf, his aykwatdtrame, how mw 
His head adorn'd with half a.ſtone.of Mig | blo gun 
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mean Fey joke, 
Puns from the law, of quibbles out of Coke ; 
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With ſettl'd air and mioſt auxlinioub ſae. 4 
. Nods o er che cuſhin, cmiuſab , andi chef bas (2110/1 
slumbers, and hears, * ſtarts, t noiſy train, 


| Catches peri 0 10 ay Firms! PAR el elign 9H 


21162 et lo Bubnoo amvlot od 3s dgus.T 
And now, his hearori, an thielr)6urn; #0 bull, 0181 192 N 
Himſelf ſtands up, moſt ncherab dull, 
Talks of old times, canumends}theitiloyal-zeal, c- i 
Their wholſows fetus, xidoipline;-end ales 
On different themes beſtows one common praiſe, 


The Thames, the 778 the kin King, che king” 8 e — 


qe 99h! 
W lcd yas 1o d. 18 N 1 2:43 ba. 
Now cer kürt quit cid benchj and ſtrait appear b Ita 
A huge old gay coundel/at the bar; beo cit 
Bawl for his client, wreſt the tortur'd laws 
From their auf ſcale; am mquld them gol the gayle; | 
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(13) | 

Now he, in ſolem- form, harangues the crowd. 1 

And hems and c uε he em phatically out. | 

Bleſt art indeed] and: glorious eloquence | + | 4144 
Where empty noiſe; ſupplies the want of ſenſmgGG. 

For meaning, ſigns and motions he affords -|, - 

And interjections for the want of words. 


Am I deceiv'd, or by ſome ſudden ſlixht, 
Quick the tranſition, and unſeen the art. 
Pale, and antirely bang d in very part: 
His ſhorten'd viſage, and fantaſtic dteſs,„ 0 
The mad fanatic to the life expreſ sz: 1 
That ſmall ſilk cap, more puritanic hairs, 

Cropt to, thę quick, and circling round his cars; Ja N 
That rounded face, the mimic bert proclam 
How very diff rent, et ho ſtill the am. 
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Now he; by juſt degrees, his ſilence breaks 


His frantic ſilence muttering ere he ſpæaks ;: 


Protracted hums the ſolemn farce begin, B hi ts fold 
And groans and pauſes interrupt the ſccne 
A while the waveritig ſpirit comes, and goes: 
He works his eyes und twangs his vocal noſee. nA 


Now quick'and'rapid; and in rage more loud, 

— ſtormr of nonſenſe, hurſt upon the crowd. 5 5101 A 
His hand and voice proclaim xhe general doom 
While this the hout=glaſs ſhakes, and that the toom - 
On nature's ruins all his doctrines dwel, b no} eiH 
And throw wide open every gate of Bel hens! bom od F 
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What face, but you adopt into your o.] n? 
At the leaſt hint, Gdtics crowds/you' Tai: 
And multiply yourſelf ten thouſand ways. 
20 This 


(2s) 
This moment, to indulge the mirthful vein, - | 

A fool, or dodtor's perſon, you ſuſtain. | 5 

With equal warmth your humour we applaud, 

In the field preacher, and the canting bawd. 

His brazen lungs, her lewd religious leer, 


You ſhew—— then preſto— riſe an auctioneer, 


oO! may I ne er forget that, beldam Cole, 
How her hands ſhake, her gogl d eyc-balls role. 
In whom, ſtrange; draught, yet pictur d from the life, 
The fleſh and ſpirit join, like, man and wiſe. . + 
Now full of piety, now full of ſin, 


Drunk with religion now——and now with gin, 


She Peaks jult crawl' 4 — her Rats den : 
% han t a ſeen your honour, God bons when: 2 
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cc But I m a tatter 'd garment— 'tis our lot, 
« As Mr. Squintum fays—old Cole $ forgot. 
OS 3 | Ah! 
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« Ah! Heavens preſerve kim] he's a holy man! 


1 But now I think on't—there's your fav'rite Natty, | 
With her black eyes gad ſhe's a charming girl! 


* 


A bedfellow, sir George for any earl. bl 213 al 
But ſuch A reprobate—Oh—- 6 is, red 21H 
That pang my old diſeaſe, Werben u 
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Knaw, knaw, knaw-—never eaſy night nor day; 

It hardly leaves me ſtrength enough to pay. 
When I am gone to Heaven, a bleſſed faint! 
What will the houſe do? Lord Tm mighty faint. 
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See if you han't got ſomething like a dram.” o 
nin dim wen ons don goigilet tiv, Anm 
Nor let me leſs remember humourous r 
Ready in every face his face to perk, | 
ronQT 187 0 | * 
Who prates and grins, and wrigl . 4 | 
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And thinks the greateſt thing on earth— himl 
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« Ladies 


(r7) 
« Ladies, take notice Hand theſe vaſes round; 
Their fellows coſt, laſt year, a hundred pound. 


Obſerve their colours too the fine pea-green. 
And then thoſe jars pon honour right Nankeen. 
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How natural the wings in that there bird! 
Ladies, they're worth more money, take my word. 
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But here are boxes, match them if you can: 
« Finely preſerv d true Indian old Japan. 
cc gix guineas come, we ll ſet them up at four ; 
« Five in three places——no-body. bid more ? 
The hammer juſt aging. now, now; now 
e They're a mf vaſt euriofity I vow. 
“Lord, fure you're all aſleep 3, us quite a ame, 
« By ive, ten Well, they re a bargain Ma nN name? 


Laſt eee comes, pofſel'd, but not ind. 
With zeal for Chriſt, and love of money fir'd : 
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A bellowing, furioushypocritic dunce, 
pßprav ling and {quinting fiſty ways at once. 


4 F riends, fathers, mothers, ſiſters, ſons and all, 
IS; Shut up your ſhops, and liſten to my call. 

« With labour, toil, all ſecond means diſpenſe, = 
« And live a rent-charge upon Providence. 


7M Prick up your ears; a ſtory now r 
Which once a widow and her child befell, 8 
« I knew the mother and her daughter well ; | | 


&« Poor, ' tis true, they were; but never wanted, KG 

« For whatſoe'er they aſk'd, was always granted: | 

« One fatal day the'matron's truth was tryd, 

« She wanted meat and drink, and fairly cry'd. 

« [Child.) Mother, you ery! [Morb.] Oh, child, I've got 
no bread. 

« [Child.] What nates it? Why Providence x't dead 
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. With 
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ce With reaſon good, this truth the child might ſay; 
« For there came in at noon; that very dar: 


c Bread, greens, potatoes, and a leg of mutton, 
A better ſure a table ne'er was put on. 


« Ay, that may be, ye cry, with thoſe poor ſouls; ; 

« But we ne er had a raſher for the coals. 

« And d'ye deſerve it? How d'ye ſpend: your wks, 

&« In paſtimes, prodigality, and plays! 

« Let's go ſee Foote! ah, Foote's a precious limbo 
Old-nick will ſoon. a football make of him 
For foremoſt rou in fide · boxes you ſhove, , 
« Think you to.meet wich fiderboxes above , 
Where giggling girls and powder'd tops may ſit, |}; 
No, you will all be cram d into the pit, © 90016 DUI A 
« And croud the houſe for ſatan's benefit. J 
« Oh, what you ſnivel ; well, do ſo no more, 
« Drop, to attone, your money af the door, : 
* And, if I pleaſe, ——T1! give it to the poor. 
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A thouſand other: epa te welt ars with gface; N 
A thouſand more varieties of face: * ö 
£4 who, aro lags caveat t him * 710 (n 


Who n. his perſon every hour? N | 
2 O00 4 910413 in: N 9 | * 
; | 2 lll r 1 r 
What muſe his flying features can purſue, *- © 
Or keep his wand'ring countenance in view? 
[ 2yalg ban piilggiborg. combig oi 
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Had 1 a Abütmd mouths, 3 a chouſand n 
A throat of braks, and adamantine ng, * 


I could not celebrate this Proteus? KI,, 
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Who ſhifts his figure and his face atwill ; 
* 3 * 
n 8 
10 [i, = * 
, ” r . 
_ zh ils DOY (O ; 
crowd alone; rity 
EIS nd ads bio bot 
Þ > : | *T 4 e „ e eee '* « 4 
«#3 29 3 1 4614 nn * 1 11. 4 7 $2344 > 
4 is > G > 7 FA 
2 — * f $198 * Fl { J 
| Sts, = * * £ — * : PP * = 
ES, I. NI... "Ie 
7 A . *A% © * ” » # _ 
5 2000 3 Short 11/97 11s 0} 9010 
- = 
| ee * " K * 1 a, * en. 
RA a ' * * * 1 % 
. 7 Ot 9) 94 > 2 11 1— k & & , $14 
4 0 bo — 


